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The CHARGE of EDMUND, 
Lord Biſhop of London, to the 
Clergy of his Dioceſe, &c. 


Reverend Brethren, 


HEN I held my Primary Viſitation 
of this Dioceſe, I put into the Hands 
of the Clergy a Book of Directions, 

relating to the due Diſcharge of the Miniſterial 

Office and the ſeveral Branches of it. And ha- 

ving made it a Rule ever ſince, to put the ſame 

into the Hands of every Perſon who has been 
inſtituted or licenſed by me, as containing the 
feveral Heads of Duty, which J judged neceſ- 
ſary to be attended-to by every one who takes 
upon him the Cure of Souls : Having, I fay, 
done this ; there has been no Need to ipeak to 
you upon thoſe Heads, in the ſeveral Viſitations 

„ | which 
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which I have held ſince. And therefore I have 
uſually choſen for my Subject on theſe Occah- 
ons, ſuch Incidents relating to the Church, or 
Clergy, or Religion, as have fal'n out herweer 
the ſeveral Vititations ; in order to give you a 
clear Inſight into the Facts, and to make ſuch 
Applications, for our Conduct and Practice, as 
they naturally led to. And this is the Method 
which I hall purſue at preſent ; after I have made 
this one general Obſervation upon the fore- men- 
tioned Directions, That as they contain two 
Sorts of Duties; one legal, or ſuch as may not 
be neglected without a direct Diſobedience to 
the Laws of Church and State; and the other, 
what we more properly call Paſtoral, as ariſing 
rather from the Nature and End of our JR, 
than bound upon us by any expreſs Law; 
muſt intreat vou, in a particular Manner, to fa 
ever mindful of the Paſtoral Parts : Such are, 
Private Admonition and Reproof; The ta- 
king the Advantage of S:c&xe/s or other Cala- 
”ity (which are apt to open the Mind to In- 
ſtruction to infuſe into your People ſerious and 
good Thoughts, and ſuch as may make the 


moſt laſting Impreſſion ; © To endeavour to 


convince and reform thoſe who are found neg- 
ligent in the great Duty of reſorting to the pw 
lic 
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lick Service of the Church, or not careful e- 
nough to be preſent at the Beginnin of it ; and, 
C To bring all, in general, to a jul Senſe of the 
Obligation they are under, to give a dilivert 
Attentic:: of the Mind, in all the Offices of Re- 
ligion, whether publick or private. To which 
I muſt add, as a Branch of the Paſtoral Office 
which is never to be forgotten; Private Ex- 
hortation to Parents and Maſters, where it is 
found needful, to fit and prepare the Youth 
under their Care, to be publickly catechiſed, 
together with thoſe of their Neighbours ; and 
turther, To accuſtom them, from the Begin- 
ning, to a regular Attendance upon the publick 
Worthip of the Church, with a decent and or- 
derly Behaviour therein; and, To check the 
frſt Tendency to any Frregularities in Lite : 
Duties, u hicſi are of great Importance to Relt- 
gion, and to which Parents and Maſters are 
ſtrictly bound, in Purſuance of the Powers that 
God has oiven them over their Children and 
Servants. But yet, in too many Cafes, it will 
require ſome Care and Pains on the Part of the 
Miniſter, to make them duly ſenſible either of 
the Obligation or the Iinportance. And would 
to God, they could be further convinced, how 
many and great Bleſſings, — and Tempo- 
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ral, the Practice of Family- Devotion would 
procure to them and their Houſhold; and how 
juſt and reaſonable a Thing it is, to expreſs their 
Thankfulneſs to God for the Supports of Life, 
and to beg a Bleffing upon them, as oft as they 
feed upon the Fruits of his Bounty. 


II. Te: private Applidagions though no 
Part of the egal and ordinary Offices of the 
Church, are of great Moment towards the pre- 
{crving among our People a ſerious Senſe of Re- 
ligion ; or rather, are abſolutely neceſſary to the 
giving the Legal Offices their due Effect. Men, 
for Inſtance, are not over- forward in applying to 
themſelves the publicł Admonitions which are 
heard from the Pulpit, nor apt to be duly af- 
feed in hearing them,; unleſs they be private- 
y put in Mind, as there is Occaſion, of the more 
particular Concern they have in them. Next, 
if Men be not brought to ſerious Thoughts and 
Reſolutions, in the Time of Sickneſs or 8 Ca- 
lamity, by private Applications; it is not to be 
cxpected, that Exhortations of a more public 
Nature, and while they find themſelves in 
Health and at Eaſe, wil take hold of them. 
Again, if Men will not attend the publick Wor- 
ws of God, or, attending it, will — them 


ſelves 


a * we, Ws - o 
g 4 * 5 8 " * — * _—_ ** * of x 
r 8 2 N ' Y 
I as ee * 


C7] 

ſelves there in a thoughtleſs and negligent Man- 
ner, it is, to hem, as if there were no publick 
Worſhip at all. And laſtly, if Children be not 
early inſtructed in the general Principles of their 
Religion, but remain Strangers to the Senſe and 
Meaning of the Terms under which they are 
couched, the publick Diſcourſes they afterwards 
hear, will neither be underſtood nor reliſhed 
by them; at leaſt, will loſe much of the In- 
ſtruction they would have conveyed, and the 
Impreſſion they would have made, if the Hear- 
ers had been prepared, firſt, by a general Know- 
ledge of the Principles of their Religion, and 
next, by an habitual Reverence for the publick 
Devotions and Inſtructions of the Church, as 
Ordinances of God's own Appointment, ant 
the ſpecial Means of obtaining his Grace and 
Favour, toall thoſe who religioutly attend them. 


By this it appears, of how great Importance, 
or rather Neceſſity, theſe Pa/toral Duties are, 


as well for the giving the Legal Duties the 


Operation and Effect, as for the keeping up a 
true Spirit of Religion among our People. 
And, ſurely, there never was a Time, when 

Religion did more carneſtly call for thoſe Pa- 
ſtoral Endeavours to ſupport it; or rather, to 
preſerve 
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preſerve it in Being. Nothing is more evident, 
than that a great Looſeneſs, both in Principle 
and Practice, is gradually deſcending to the 
midling Rank, under the Influence and Autho- 
rity of higher Examples, and through a too 
great Diſpoſition in corrupt Nature to approve 
and follow them. And nothing can hinder 
this Infection from deſcending lower and lower, 
till it becomes general, and we upon the Point 
of being overwhelm'd by it, but a diligent En- 
deavour on the Part of the parochial Clergy, 
to check and reſiſt it; particularly, in the 
Methods already mentioned, and ſuch others 
of the like kind, as tend to eſtabliſh the People 
committed to their Care, both in the Prin- 
ciples, and the Practice, of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion. 


III. I need not tell you, what groſs Repre- 
ſentations have been made both here and in 
the Plantations, as if the Generality of the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England were ſhamefully 
remiſs and negligent in the Paffora! Office. 
This Slander upon our Church and Clergy has 
been publickly ſpread and avow'd in a very 
unworthy and licentious Manner; and has re- 
ceived a Rcprehenſion, though more gentle 

than 
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than it deſerved, in a late Paſtoral Letter againſt 
the Enthufraſm of theſe Days. But however, 
the Reproaches of thoſe Men may be ſo far of 
Uſe to us, as to be made a fre/b Incitement to 
Care and Diligence in the Offices belonging to 
our Function; that, after the Example of St. 
Paul in a like Caſe, we may cut off all Oc- 
cafron of Slander, from them who defire Occo- 


fron. And, as it is not to be expected, that 


among ſo many Thouſands of Clergymen, there 
ſhould be, in all, the ſame Degree of Zeal 
and Activity in the Diicharge of their Duty; 
thoſe of them who have been hitherto leſs zca- 
lous and leſs active than their Neighbours, 
mult iucreaſe their Diligence, upon this, among 
other Motives, that they may cut-oft all Occa- 
ſion of Slander, from thoſe. who ſeem to be 
too much pleaſed with it. And we muſt all 
of us remember, that we cannot do greater 
Tuſtice and Honour to our eſtabliſhed Church, 
than by making it appear, in Fa# and Experi- 
ence, that its Rules and Orders, purſu d and in- 
vigorated as they always ought to be, are an 
eck! Means of promoting Piety and Good- 
neſs among the Members of it; an Honour, 
for which it muſt at all Times be mainly in- 
; | „ diebted 
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debted to the Care and Vigilance of Parochial 
Miniſters. 


Ir is now an hundred Years ſince the like 
Clamours were raiſed and propagated through- 
out the Nation againſt the eſtabliſhed Clergy; 
as a Body lazy and unactive in the Work of 
Religion, and whoſe Defects in the Diſcharge 
of their Duty did greatly need to be ſupply'd 
by 1:inerant Preachers. And theſe, under a 
Notion of greater Zeal and Sanctity, and by 
Pretences to more than ordinary Meaſures of 
the Spirit, drew after them confuſed Multitudes 
of the lower Rank, and did all that was in 
their Power to lay-waſte the Bounds of Paro- 
chial Communion, and to bring the eſtabliſhed 
Service into Diſgrace. And we cannot have a 
more pregnant Teſtimony, how miſchievous 


{uch Practices are to Rehgion, and how pro- 


ductive not only of Confuſion, but of Blaſ- 
phemy, Profaneneſs, and the moſt wicked and 


deſtructive Doctrines and Practices, than theſe 


and the like Effects which they then had; as 
chey are ſet before us at large, in the Hiſtories 
of thoſe Times. A futhcient Warning to all 
who have a ſerious Concern for Religion, and 
a Toy Regard to publick Peace and Order in 

Church 
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Church and State, to uſe their beſt Endeavours 
to oppoſe and ſuppreſs that Spirit of Enhufraſ7r, 
which is gone out ; and which cannot be op- 


poſed and ſuppreſſed more cfteQually, than by 


preſerving the Bounds of Parochial Commu- 


nion, and by every Miniſter's ſatisfying his Peo- 


ple, in the Courſe of a regular Life and a di- 
ligent Diſcharge of Paſtoral Duties and Offices 
of all Kinds, that they need no other Inſtruc- 
tions, nor any other Means and Helps for the 
Saving of their Souls, than thoſe which the 
Church has provided for them: On Suppoſi- 
tion, that the People, on their Parts, will ſe— 
riouſly embrace. thoſe Means and Helps, and 
religiouſly conform to the eſtabliſhed Worſhip 
and Diſciplin, and ſubmit to the Advice and 
Inſtructions of thoſe to whom the Providence 
of God has committed the Care. of their Souls. 


IV. And for the keeping-up this good Diſ- 
poſition among your People, let them be made 
ſenſible of the Excellencies of the publick Offices 
of our Church ; as a Service that. compriſes all 
and every Branch of Chriſtian Devotion - - - - 


Confeſſion of Sins, and Declaration of Pardon 


to penitent Sihners - - a ſuitable and edifying 


Mixture of Plalms and Hymns and the Scriptures 


ot 
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of the Old and New Teſtament -- Acknow- 
ledgments of our own Weakneſs, and Addreſſes 
to God for Spiritual Aid and Strength - - Con- 
feſſions of Faith, and Remembrances of Duty 
to God and our Neighbour, as ſet forth in the 
Ten Commandments, with Prayer after every 
Branch, to iucline the Heart to the Performance 
of it = Supplications for averting all Evil, and 
Prayers for obtaining all Good, to Soul, Body, 
and Eſtate -- - Interceſſions for Bleſſings to 
others, and Thankſgivings for Mercies to our- 
ſelves - - - Special Prayers for the Divine Bleſ- 
{ing upon Kings and Counſellors, Civil Magi- 
ſtrates and Spiritual Paſtors ; as zhey, through 
Whoſe pious and wiſe Adminiſtration, national 
Bleſſings and Benefits, Spiritual and Temporal, 
are in the ordinary Courſe of Providence con- 
vey'd to Mankind - Together with particu- 
lar Prayers and Thankſgivings adapted to par- 
ticular Seaſons and Occafrons - - To which 
are added, proper Offices for a devout and ſo- 
lemn Adminiſtration of every Chriſtian Ordi- 
nance and Inftitution - - And the whole con- 
ceived, as publick Liturgies always have been, 
and always ought to be, in a Language that is 
grave, ſerious, and expreſſive ; without any of 
thoſe irregular Flights and Redundances, oP 
whic 


muſt give an Account. And again, Efteem thoſe 
3 


{ x3 ] 
which extempore Prayer is ſeldom free; and 
leaſt of all that Sort of it, which preſumptu- 
oufly fathers itſelf upon an immediate Dictate 


of the Spirit of God. 


I nave. only to add upon this Head, that 
next to the interna] Excellencies of the Liturgy 
itſelf, and that Knowledge or rather Feeling 
of thoſe Excellencies, which a reverent Regard 
and Attention will breed in the Heart of every 
ſincere Worſhipper ; next to theſe, I ſay, no- 
thing contributes more to the poſſeſſing the 
Minds of the People with a due Senſe of thoſe. 
Excellencies, than the Miniſter's piving the 


Offices, throughout, the juſt Advantage of be- 


ing performed in a ſolemm, ſerious, and affec- 
tionate Manner, 


Anp as to a perſonal Reſpect to yourſelves, 
and a due Regard to your Inſtructions; the. 
Apoſtle has plainly pointed out the Way to ſe- 


cure theſe, when he grounds the Obedience 
and Efteem of the People upon the Watchtul- 
neſs and Diligence of the Paſtor. His Leſſon 


to the People is, Obey ther that have the Rule 
over you, and ſubmit yourſekoes ; and why ? 
Becauſe they watch for your Souls, as they that 


who 
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who are over you in the Lord, wery highly in 
Love; and why ? for their Work's Sake. - - = 
Where there is a due Watchfulneſs and Work- 
ing on one Side, there will very rarely be 
wanting a due Love and Eſteem on the other. 


V. I raves taken Notice before, that one 
Branch of theſe Paſtoral Duties that every Mi- 
niſter is bound to diſcharge, is particular Ad- 


monition and Reproof ; which cannot be per- 


formed from the Pulpit, without the Danger 


of hard ning, inſtead of reforming. And this 
being, in Truth, the moſt dithcult Part of the 
miniſterial Office, and yet highly neceſſary to 
be done, and alſo done in ſuch a Manner, as 
may make the greateſt Impreſſion, and give it 
the moſt laſtiug Effects; I cannot omit to 
mention one Expedient, which may make that 
Work leſs difhcult to Miniſters, and more ef- 
ſectual upon their People. What I mean, is, 
the having in their Poſſeſſion ſome ſmall Tracts, 


againſt particular Vices, and the more noto- 


rious Defects in Duty, to be occaſionally put 
into the Hands of thoſe who are found to be 
going on in any habitual Sin, either of Com- 
miſſion or Omiſſion, and ſo to need a more 
cloſe and forcible Application; whether it be 


by way of - Reſtraint from Vice, or Incitement 


to 
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to Duty, as the Caſe requires. As this is the 
i gentleſt Method of proceeding, there is the 
. leaſt Hazard of giving Offence ; and as the 
Tracts themſelves are both ſhort and plain, 
ö they are moſt likely to be read and conſidered; 
and they make a much deeper Impreſſion upon 
the 'Mind, than either general Admonitions 
from the Pul pit, or particular Admonitions by. 
Word of Mouth. A great Variety of Tracts, 

calculated for that Uſe, is conſtantly provided 
by the Society for PRovoTING CHRISTIAN 
KrowLEDGE 3 the Members whereof are enti- 
tuled to as many as they apply for, at one half 
of the prime Colt ; which reduces the Price to 
a Trifle. And, that no Part of my Dioceſe 
might want the Convenience of being furniſh- 
ed with them as they ſee Occaſion, the Incum- 
1 bents of the ſcveral Market Towns have readily 
agreed to take the Trouble of becoming Mei- 
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bers of the Society, and ſo have put heals es 
in a Condition to furnith their Neighbours, 


: whether Clergy or Laity, with as many as they 

; ſhall need. 

Tris may ſeem, at firſt Sight, to be a Matter 

5 of ſmall Moment, but, in the Effects it will 

y 

5 be found by Experic nce, not to be ſmall. And 

" great Need there is in this degenerate Age, to . 
2 | 


> : 
* Fs : 
* * 
85 0 
1 
f ek 


L x6 ] 


have Recourſe to all Expedients, 1 
or ſmall, for putt to the Gro of 
Vice nail Wickedn 85 1 4 raiſing and * 
ing alive a Spirit of Religion among us; 

firſt, to avert the Judgments of God from 
{falling upon a finful Nation; and the ſecond, 
to make us a proper Object of his M and 
Forbearance. Vice is grown bold ad head- 
ſtrong, and has well nigh broken looſe from 
the laſt Reſtraint, that of Shame. And tho' 
the Powers put into the Hand of the Civil 
Magiſtrate for reſtraining and ſuppreſſing it, 
are very great z the Fruit and Effect of coe 
Powers, is found by Experience to be very 
ſmall. Nor is it to be expected, that the Spi- 
ritual Powers ſhould be able effectually to en- 
counter it in the Way of Diſciplin and Cenſure, 
while they are fetter'd to ſuch a Degree, and 
liable to be interrupted in almoſt every Step 
they take. 


Av as to the Clergy ; the utmoſt they can 
do in the Way of Puniſhment, is, in the moſt 

_ prudent and reſpectful Manner, to put the 
Magiſtrate in Mind, that the Authority with 
which he is entruſted, is not only for the pre- 
ſerving of Peace, but likewiſe for the Puniſh- 
ment of Vice; one as a Duty he owes to his 
Prince, 


tn —.— 
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N Prince, and the other, as a Duty he owes to 
y his God. Both theſe are the Duty of Civil 
4 Magiſtrates; and it is greatly to be wiſhed, 
; that a due Regard may always be had to both, 
; in the Appointment of them ; and much to be 
8 wonder d, that any Magiſtrate, who is other- 
wiſe a ſerious Perſon, and frequents the publick 
Service of the Church, and appears to have a 
Senſe of Duty in all other Reſpects, ſhould 
need to be put in Mind of this Branch of it, 
when the Scripture ſo expreſly charges it upon 
him, and when he is fo frequently reminded 
of it in our own Liturgy ; which makes it the 
Prayer of him and the whole Congregation, 
That all who are in Authority, may truly and 
« indifterently miniſter Juſtice, to the Punith- 
« ment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to the 
Maintenance of true Religion and Virtue.” 


Urox the whole; till we ſee a greater Pro- 

| bability, that national Wickedneſs and Vice 

b will be reſtrained and kept under in the Way 
N of Authority, Coercion, and Genſure, the great 
Refuge of Religion muſt be in the Parochial 
| Clergy ; and, to their paſtoral Labours, under 
the Divine Bleſſing, the Nation will be chiefly 
indebted, if Vice do not grow triumphant, and 
God do not viſit us with ſome remarkable judg- | 
E ment; | 
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ment; or, which, is the heavieſt de of 


all, give us. oyer, an and remove Rus. Candlestick 


from among us. 


Tuts is a melancholy Subject; and the 
Thought of MWational „ We an uncom- 
fortable Scene; but yet no way unfit to 15 N 
open d and repreſented before thoſe, who, b 
their Vigilance and Activity 1 in their ſeveral Sta- 


tions, have it ſo much in their Power to prevent 
them, 


AxD though you may not find ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of Succeſs as might be expected from your 
paſtoral Labours ; be not diſcouraged, but la- 
bour on. Some of the good Seed you, now 
ſow, though ſeemingly . for the preſent, 
may hereafter, by the Bleſſing of God, take 
Root, and ſpring up; or if it do not, you, 
however, are ſure of your Reward from God, 


Tur earneſt Wiſh of religious and good Men, 
always has been, and always will be, to ſee 
the World grow better; and it is more peculi- 
arly the Duty of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
uſe their beſt Endeavours to nate it better. But 
it muſt be remember'd at the ſame Time, that 
it is a great Work to keep it from growing 


wor /e. 


11 
rer And therefore; though that Part of the 
Vineyard -whieh the Providence of God hath 
committed to your Care, ſhould not increaſe in 
Fruitfulneſs ſo ſenſibly as you could wiſh ; do 
not deſpond; nor be diſcouraged, as if you 
were an unprofituble Labourer; but conſider, 
for your Comfort, ho ſoon it would be over- 
run with Thorns and Briars (the Fruits of the 
Seed ſown by the wrecked One } if you did not 
watch their Growth, and uſe the beſt Methods 
you can, to keep them under, or root them up, 
and to ſow/ the Seeds of Religion and Piety in 
their Stead. 


Vl. Nz#xrT to the Cate of promoting the 
Practice of Religion in our particular Stations ; 

there is a general Obligation upon us all, to 
iſe our beſt Endeavours to preſerve and maintain 
the legal Z/#abliſhment of it in this Church and 
Nation, as the moſt ſure Foundation, not only. 
ot preſerving Peace and Order in Church and 
State, but alſo of preſerving and promoting Re- 
ligion and the Practice of it, within the ſeveral 
Diſtricts which that Eſtabliſhment has fixed: 
Provided there be no Failure, either on the Part 
of the Miniſter, or on the Part'of the People. 
And where either of theſe is the Caſe, the Con- 
ſtitution 
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ſtitution cannot juſtly be charged, if it fail of 
attaining the Ends of its Eſtabliſhment. 


Turret are three Sorts of People among us, 
who, though of difterent Principles and Views, 
do yet agree in their Enmity to the Eftabliſh'd 
Church; They, who have no Religion; They, 
Who are againſt: all Eſtabliſhments, as fun; and 
They, who diſlike our preſent Eſtabliſhment. 
Theſe, all together, are a formidable Body of 
Men; ready to joyn, upon any fair Proſpect, 
in an Attempt upon the Conſtitution of our 
Church; and therefore ought to be diligently 
w atched- and guarded againſt, by all the true 


Lovers of it. 


As to the firſt Sort of Enemies, They who 
Have no Religion; it is not to be wonder'd, that 
they contend with ſo much Earneſtneſs for Vo 
Eflabliſhment, becaule they know how greatly a 
Regularity, Order and Uniformity of the pub- 
lick Exerciſe of Religion, tends to preſerve the 
Honour of it, and to defeat hei, Schemes for 
promoting Infidelity. Of the Truth of which 
we nced no other Evidence, than the particular 
Zeal which has been hen by the chief Pa- 
trons of Infidelity, againſt all religious Eſtabliſh- 
ments, under Colour of their being deſtructive 


of 


L 21 ] 

of the general Liberties of Mankind; whereas, 
in Truth, they are deſtructive of nothing, but 
of that general Licentiouſneſs in Principle and 
Practice, to which the Principles and Purſuits 

of theſe People have ſo viſible a Tendency. And 
they know very. well what they do, when they 
are contending for ſuch a conſus d and irregu- 

ar State of Things, as not only naturally tends 
to expoſe Religion to Reproach and Contempt, 
but has been found by A TITEL ſo to do. 
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Ap therefore it has ERR always Matter. of 
Wonder with me, that the ſecond Sort of Ene- 
mics, thoſe, I mean, who protels 4 {crious Re- 
card to Religion, but yet are againſt any nation- 
al Eſtabliſhment; {ſhould not lee, that” they arc 
doing the Work of the common Enemy: Eſpeci- 
ally, when a Nation of gather d and indepen- 
dent Congregations, without any fixt Parochial 
Diſtricts, is, at fir ft Sight, fo very big with Can 
fufron;- and when they cannot but know: what 
a ee Degree of Prokaneneſs, Rathulialio, 
and Immorality it produc'd, when the Experi- 
riment was made in the Days of their Forefathers. 


As for the third Sort ; thoſe ho are ſatisfied 
concerning the Expedience, if not Neceſſity, of 
a national . Eſtabliſhment, but are diſſatisficd 

F with 
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with the Preſent; it is Time enough to enter 
into Reaſonings with them, when they have a- 
greed among themſelves, what the Eſtabliſhment 
is, which they would introduce in the Place of 
the Preſent. They have, indeed, in many of 
their Writings, raiſed Exceptions againſt our Li- 
turgy, and ſome other Parts of our Conftitution, 
(and what uma Conſtitution was ever per fact ? 
But what they have hitherto done in that Way, 
has been only to juſtify their Separation from the 
National Church, and goes little farther, than to 
the pulling down the preſent Fabrick. And, 
ſurely, it 1s moſt unreaſonable in them, to ex- 

that any one who is well ſatisfied with the 
Preſent, ſhould be willing to part with it, till he 
has a full and entire View of what is to ſucceed 
in its Place; . . till he is enabled to form a 
Judgment for himſelf, firſt, Which of the two 
is moſt agreeable to the Word of God, and the 
Practice of the firſt and pureſt Ages; and next, 
© Which of them is beſt calculated to anſwer the 
Ends of Peace, Order, and Unity in the Church, 
and makes the beſt Proviſion for the Inſtruction 
and Edification of every particular Member of it. 


VII. Nxxx to a ſincere Zeal and Endeavour to 
keep up a ſerious Senſe of Religion among your 
— 5 People, 
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People, and a reverend Regard to our eſtabliſhed 
Worſhip in Subſervience to that great End ; 
there is another Point which alfo demands your 
Care; namely, the eſtabliſhed Proviſion which 
our Conſtitution has made, to ſupport the 
Clergy with Comfort, under their paſtoral La- 
bours; and which, in that Reſpect, is directly 
fubſervient to the great End of Religion. What 
I mean is, the Patrimony of the Church, and the 
conveying it to the ſucceſſive Incumbents, un- 
hurt and undiminiſhed. A Caution, which I 
know you will not think unſeaſonable, when you 
remember the two Attacks that have been made 
in Parliament; the firſt, commonly called the 
Tythe-Bill ; and the ſecond, of a later Date, and 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the _ Bill; 
both of them, indeed, defeated in the fr/? At- 


tempt: but, I doubt, not ſo as to diſcourage a 
Second. 


You may remember, that the Detign of he 
Tythe-Bill, was to eſtabliſh Exemptions from 
Tythe for ever; if, in a certain Number of 
Years, no Tythe at all had been paid. This, 


if the Bill had ſucceeded, would, as to Excmp- 


tions, have made an entire Ch: ange in t the preſent 


Law of Tythes. As the Law now ſtands, the 


In- 


| | 
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Incumbent is entitled az all Times, to fue for 
 Tythe of common Right, and the Proof of the 

Exemption reſts upon the Occupant and Land- 
holder. But, if ſuch a Bill ſhall ever ſucceed, 
the Proof will be put upon the Incumbent ; and 
he will fail in his Suit, unleſs he can ſhow, that 
Tythe has been paid within the Time limited by 
the Act. And this, a new Incumbent may not 
be able to do; partly, becauſe no Tythe may 
have really been paid within the Time, through 
private Agreements, or perſonal Indulgences by 
one or more of his Predeceſſors, or through a 
natural Inactivity or Inability in them to ſue for 
it; and partly through the Difficulties of making 
Proof of Payment of Tythe, where it has been 
paid within the Time; whether thro' a Negli- 
gence in keeping Accounts by former Incum- 
bents, or through the Concealment of thoſe Ac- 
counts by their Executors, or through the Fear 
of the Poor to diſpleaſe the Rich, and an Un- 
willingneſs in one Neighbour to be Witneſs a- 
gainſt another. The manifold and vilible In- 
conveniences which ſuch a Bill muſt bring upon 
the Church, if it ſhould paſs into a Law, make 
it the Duty as well as Intereſt of the whole Bo- 
dy of the Clergy, not only to do all that is in their 
Power to obſtruct it, but in the mean tune to be 
guarding carefully againſt the Conſequences of 
it, 
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it, in caſe it ſhould ever ſucceed ; by getting 
the beſt Information they can, of the Ground 
and Foauidatiau upon which the Claim reſts, 
and whether it be ſuch as the Law will ſup- 
port; and if it be not, to enter into pro- 
per Meaſures for overthrowing it, while it 
is in their Power, and before it receives a 
final Eſtabliſhment from ſuch a Law as we 
are now ſpeaking of; which has been alrcady 
" attempted, and may probably be attemp- 
ted again. And as to Modus's allo, to take 
care to vary their Agreements and Compo- 
ſitions for Tythe ; and, having, from Time 
to Time made due Entries of ſuch Varia- 
tions, to give ſpecial Direction that the Evi- 
dences thereof be faithfully tranſmitted to their 
Succeſſors. e 


AnD to induce Incumbents the more effec- 
tually to provide againſt all Encroachments up- 
on the Patrimony of the Church, whether by 
Exemptions or Modus's ; they muſt always re- 
member, that as they are the Proprietors for 
their;own Time, and that by as good a Title as 
any other Eftate is enjoyed, whatever the Rne- 
mies of the Clergy may pretend to the con- 
trary ; ſo they are likewiſe Guardians and 


G Truſtees 
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Truſtees for God and his Church; and, as ſuch, 
are bound in Conſcience to uſe all reaſonable 
Care, that the Rights of their reſpective Churches 
be by them tranſmitted, entire, to ſucceeding 
Incumbents. 


I nzzp not fay much of the other Attack 
that has been made upon the Patrimony of the 
Church, I mean, the Qraker's Bill; both be- 
cauſe it is of a later Date, and becauſe the 
miſchievous Conſequences of the Bill, while it 
was depending in Parliament, were publithed 
to the World, and cannot be ſo ſoon forgotten 
by the Clergy, whoſe more immediate Concern 
it is. It is enough, to ſay in general, That 
if it had paſſed into a Law, the whole Body of 
the Clergy would, in innumerable Caſes, have 
been deprived, at once, of the Benefit of the 
eſtabliſhed Courts of the Realm, Eccleſiaſtical 
and Temporal; That all Apprehenſion from 
thoſe Courts and the exact and regular Proced- 
ings therein, which, at preſent do in many 
Caſes diſcourage the Quakers from being ſo 
vexatious to the Clergy, as their Principles lead 
them to be, would then be removed ; © That 
theſe Reſtraints being removed, Incumbents 
would be expoled to all the Arts, Concealments 


and 
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and Vexations, that they have Reaſon to expect 
from a People, who think the Clergy have no 
Right to Tythe, and who are ſo far from 
owning an Obligation to pay, that they think 
chemſelves bound in Conſcience to do all that 
is in their Power to avoid it. Theſe are Dif- 
ficulties which the paſſing ſuch a Bill into a 
Law, would bring, more or leſs, upon the 
whole Body of the Clergy ; but would fal! 
moſt heavily upon the Poor Vicars ; whoſe a// 
would frequently come within the Compaſs of 
the Act; and, as it conſiſts of Small Tythes 
which are not fo eaſily aſcertained, does greatly 
need the Aſſiſtance of the eſtabliſhed Courts 
for that End. And, God knows, it is too 
common a Caſe, that they themſelves are ill 
able to bear up againſt the many Adyantages, 
which. the Quakers, as a Kind of Body Cor- 
porate, and that of ne ſinall Influence and Leal, 
are known to be in Poſſeſſion of. 


VIII. To conclude : As the Laws of the 
Land are on the Side of the Church, it is not 
only her Intereſt, but her Duty, on all proper 


Occaſions, to take the Bencfit of them, and to 


endeavour to defeat all Attempts that may be 
made to deprive her of that Benefit. But, at 
the 


* 
» 


People ; and the only true Way to be ſure of 


: Helps can afford, and the moſt likely Means of 


ably ordered by his Governance, oh his Church 
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the ſame Time, it muſt be rementbred,” that 
againſt all Manner of Attempts, whether upon 


the Conftizution, or upon the "Rights of the 


Church, our 12 Defence and greateſt Security 
wilt always be, the Love and Efteem of our 


this, is, an exemplary Life, a circumſpect Be- 
haviour, a diligent Diſcharge of the Duties of 
our Station, and x viſible Concern for the Good 
of Souls. Theſe, I fay, will in all Events, be 
the beſt Security to our Church, that human 


engaging God to ſupport and defend it. Eſpe- 
cially, if together with our own Endeavours, 
we fail not to make our earneſt Prayer to Him, 
to preſerve it both in outward Peace, and in- 
ward Purity : For it's outward Peace, to pray in 
the Words ot one of the Collects of our Church, 
i That the Courſe of this World may be ſo peace- 


may joyfully ſerve him in all godly oe ene And 
for inward Purity, in the Words of another Col- 
ie, © That he ht beep bis Houſhold the Church in 
continual Godlinsſs; 5 that it may be devouti 
given #0 ſerve Li in goed Works, to the Glory 
of bes Warr, rbrough Jeſs Chrift our Tord. ; 
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